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support against the Emperor Napoleon, although English
policy required a strong and friendly continental Power
with many battalions, and this necessity had been attended
to under the Pitts, father and son, to the advantage of
Prussia, later to that of Austria, then under Palmerston,
until the Spanish marriages, and afterwards again under
Clarendon, in favour of France. The requirement of Eng-
land's policy was either an entente cordiale with France, or
the possession of a strong ally against the enmity of
France. England is, indeed, ready to accept the stronger
German-Prussia in place of Austria; and during the situ-
ation of the autumn of 1866 we could in any case count
upon platonic goodwill and didactic newspaper articles
from over there; but this theoretical sympathy would
scarcely have condensed itself into an active support by
land and by sea. The occurrences of 1870 have shown
my estimation of England to have been correct. The
representation of France in North Germany was under-
taken in London with a readiness which was at least mor-
tifying to us; and during the war England never compro-
mised herself so far in our favour as thereby to endanger
her friendship with France: on the contrary.

It was chiefly under the influence of these reflections
in the sphere of our foreign policy that I determined to
regulate the movements of our home policy in accordance
with the question whether it would support or injure the
impression of the power and coherence of the state. I
argued to myself that our first great aim must be in-
dependence and security in our foreign relations; that to
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